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INTRODUCTION


When we read this part of the Sermon on the Mount, we recognize the words as very commonplace in usage. When someone says a person is “the salt of the earth,” we recognize it is a reference to a person who is a common but excellent representative of the human race. However, that reference is only appropriate when applied to a Child of God, a citizen of the Heavenly Kingdom. These two ideas point out the vital role and position of a Child of God. Let us examine this passage more closely.

I.
THE CHILD OF GOD IS THE SALT OF THE EARTH.

1.
What Salt Does

(1)
Salt flavors: The Child of God is to add flavor to all of life.
(2)
Salt preserves: The Child of God is to preserve the purpose & dignity of life.

2.
What Salt Needs

(1)
If salt loses its saltiness, it has no value (except to be thrown out).

(2)
If salt loses its saltiness, it has no replacement.

Although salt can lose its saltiness and, thus, its value, the Child of God is not to lose his or her saltiness. God has no other way to salt the world—to preserve it from itself. The Child of God is to serve as a reminder that life has more flavor than the emptiness that the world offers.
II.
THE CHILD OF GOD IS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

1. What Light Does

(1)
Light penetrates darkness in the home: A Child of God is one first at home.
(2)
Light penetrates darkness in the world: A Child of God lives before man.

2.
What Light Needs

(1)
Light needs a prominent place in the home: a stand for light to shine throughout the entire room.

(2)
Light needs a prominent place in the world: like a city set on a hill for all to see its light in the darkness.

When one lights a candle, it is not placed on its side under a bushel—a measuring basket for wheat. Rather, it is set upright on the stand so that it can give light to the entire house. Light is to be seen, to penetrate the darkness—both in the home and in the world. Jesus is THE LIGHT, but He calls His disciples “the light of the world.” We must show the light of Christ so that the world will be drawn to Him. How? By doing good deeds in His name so that men may praise our Heavenly Father—not us!
CONCLUSION


Unless the Child of God is like penetrating salt, the world shall not be preserved from its own wickedness, and life shall lose its flavor—its purpose and dignity. Unless the Child of God lets the light of Jesus Christ shine through him or her and penetrate the darkness of this world, that darkness will not be penetrated and Satan shall continue to control the lives of the worldly minded people. God does not call you to be a secret disciple! Let your light shine!
“This little light of mine—I’m gonna let it shine! (X3)

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel, NO! I’m gonna let it shine! (X3)

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Won’t let Satan blow it out—I’m gonna let it shine! (X3)

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!”
